Building Commission to Audit Building Permits
 

The Building Commission  is  conducting an audit campaign in relation to mandatory building inspections, targeting builders and building surveyors.    
 
Section 33 of the Building Act requires builders to notify the building surveyor without delay after the completion of each mandatory stage. Mandatory notification stages are listed on the building permit and typically include: 
(a)     prior to placing a footing;
(b)     prior to pouring an in situ reinforced concrete member nominated by the relevant building surveyor;
(c)     completion of framework; and
(d)     final, upon completion of all building work.
 

Ideally, you should advise the building surveyor in writing when a mandatory stage is reached, as a verbal notification may be difficult to prove.  Failure to notify the relevant building surveyor could result in you being prosecuted in the Magistrates’ Court where a maximum fine of 10 penalty units (currently $1168) can be imposed for each offence.  You could also be brought before the Building Practitioners Board for an inquiry into your conduct. 
 
It is important to note that an inspection for an occupancy permit is not a final inspection.  Sometimes building surveyors conduct the final inspection at the same time as they carry out an inspection for an occupancy permit.  A final inspection must be called for upon completion of all building work.  
 

This enforcement action has been prompted by what the Building Commission describes as an unacceptable level of ‘open’ building permits.   An ‘open’ building permit is one where the building work is not signed off as being complete by the relevant building surveyor. 
 
Any enquiries regarding your obligations please contact HIA's  legal team on telephone 03 9280 8200.  
